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Purpose
The first page of the National Curriculum for history contains the following ‘purpose of study’ statement.
‘A high quality history education will help pupils to get a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain's past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupil’s curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of time.’
Policy aims and objectives
Aims

The aim of history teaching at Green Lane School is to stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving.

Outcomes
The aims of history in our school are:

- To foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer.

- To learn about changes within their living memory.

- To appreciate how things have changed over time.

- To know about significant events beyond living memory, nationally or globally.

- To study the lives of significant individuals and use direct comparison studies. 

- To develop chronological understanding.

- To engage in local studies in which pupils learn about Warrington’s past and develop a sense of belonging.

- To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation.

Teaching and Learning style
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given.

We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by: 
•setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
•setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks; 
•grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group; 
•providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; 
•using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups.
History curriculum planning

We ensure that there are opportunities for all children to develop their skills and knowledge in each topic and we build planned progression into the scheme of work so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.
History is taught in class 1 (EYFS,) classes 2 (KS1) and 3n (EYFS/KS1 – ASD discrete provision) and is based on an essential skills curriculum delivered throughout daily classroom life. As pupils prepare to move into Key Stage 2 classes 2 and 3n deliver discrete history teaching and learning within the summer term. In 3n this is done alongside SCERTS. Planning is on a 2 year cycle.

Classes 3 and 4 along with classes 5 and 6 follow a variety of themes throughout their primary history journey. Classes 3 and 5 teach focused topic skills using direct comparison throughout the ages, e.g. Homes, clothes, toys. In classes 4 and 6 they build on their knowledge and focus on consolidating this whilst developing enquiry. Key Stage 2 classes all follow a 2 year planning cycle.
Classes 6p (KS2 – ASD discrete provision) and 7k (KS3 – ASD discrete provision) follow a 4 year planning cycle based on the primary model alongside SCERTS and ASDAN objectives.

Classes P1, P2, P3, P4, T3 (Key Stage 3, ability streamed) follow the traditional Key Stage 2 National Curriculum. They develop historical concepts such as chronology, continuity and change, cause and consequences, similarity and difference and significance from pre-historic times to a study post 1066. They also complete a focus unit on local history using pupil’s interests as a basis for how learning will develop.

English
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English within our school by actively promoting the skills or reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in English are historical in nature. Children develop through discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by composing reports and letters and through using writing frames.

Maths

History teaching contributes to maths in a variety of ways. Children learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through doing activities such as time lines. Children learn to interpret information presented in graphic or diagrammatic form, for example analysing statistics.

Information and communication technology (ICT)

Children use ICT in history to enhance their skills in data handling and presenting written work. They also use the internet to develop research skills. Children have the opportunity to use a digital camera to record and use photographic images.
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education. Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed. They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for others.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

History enables children to understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by Britain’s multi-cultural society.

Assessment and recording 
We assess children in history by making informal judgements as we observe them in each history lesson. Work is marked in line with the schools progressive marking policy and staff feedback to pupils at a relevant level. Staff keep soft data throughout each topic which feeds in formal annual assessments at the end of the summer term.
Resources

History resources are stored centrally within school. Topic boxes continue to be developed to encourage pupils to explore artefacts and use these as a basis for learning and asking questions
Monitoring and review

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in history is the responsibility of the history subject leader. The work of the history subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The history subject leader gives the SLT an annual action plan in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. The history subject leader has specially-allocated time in which to fulfil this role by reviewing samples of children’s work and visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject.
