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Philosophy and aims
Aims:
 Green Lane Community Special School
Our aim is to help our children become responsible citizens who can make a positive contribution to society. Staff at Green Lane work together with our children to encourage them to become as independent as possible, to achieve a range of qualifications / awards / certificates and be prepared for transfer to the next phase of their lives.
 Jo Mullineux (Headteacher)
STATEMENT OF AIMS
In partnership with our pupils and their parents, it is intended to provide a stimulating environment where
· the education and development of our pupils is supported in a pleasant, happy, safe and caring environment, where belief in the importance of positive, interpersonal relationships is firmly embedded;
· enjoyment, interest, motivation and ‘achievement for all’ are fostered through success;
· the curriculum has a wide degree of overlap with the best mainstream curricula, in that it covers, through modification where appropriate, an appropriate range of experiences, the same skills, concepts and moral values;
· each pupil’s present educational and personal needs are met as fully as possible whilst preparing them for life-long learning;
· pupils prepare to become socially included, active participants and responsible contributors to society, achieving as much independence as possible.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The delivery of Religious Education (RE) is tailored and taught to suit the needs of our community as far as practicable, and includes sensory approaches to make it inclusive for all pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  The policy acknowledges the parents’ right to withdraw their child from RE and involves all staff in ensuring access and inclusion.  If you wish to withdraw your child please contact the subject lead at the school to discuss this further.

Key elements of a Special School RE Policy
Statutory Entitlement
RE is a core curriculum subject for all pupils, including those with SEND, and must be taught with the same educational validity as in mainstream schools. RE is a compulsory subject for all state-funded school in England, but it is not part of the national curriculum.
Local Authority Guidance:
Schools must follow the Agreed Syllabus for their local authority, which contains the curriculum for RE. The SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) in each local authority sets the content of the Agreed Syllabus. At Green Lane the Agreed Syllables has been adapted, so our SEND pupils are able to access its content.
Recommended Minimums:
While not a strict national mandate, local authorities and schools often set minimum hours. At Green Lane we aim to adhere this.
. Key Stage 1: Around 36 hours per year. 
. Key Stage 2: Around 45 hours per year. 
. Key Stage 3 & 4 (Secondary): Some local authorities recommend 45 hours per year for these key stages as well. 

Adaptations for Special Needs
The RE syllabus has been carefully planned to suit the unique needs of the pupils at Green Lane. Ensuring quality teaching and content that is accessible and engaging.  The Diocesans RE Syllables has been adapted to incorporate the use of sensory materials and first-hand experiences to engage the learner.  The aims of the Curriculum are to provide all pupils the opportunity for personal growth, self-awareness, resilience and understanding of their place in the world.
RE can provide opportunities to develop communication skills and a sense of community within the local community and the wider world.
The Curriculum
The RE curriculum fosters respect for diversity, positive attitudes towards different religions and non-religious beliefs and practises.
Class teachers carefully plan and tailor RE lessons using the Long term and Medium Terms plans to meet the individual needs of the pupils in their classes. These lessons incorporate sensory elements of faith (e.g. music, tactile artefacts) to encourage pupils to deepen their understanding of religion.  Cross curriculum links are made between History such as Remembrance day and Saints’ days and Computing using virtual tours of places of worship and PSHE.
At Green Lane our classes are split into pathways Cedar, Elm, Maple, Willow and Oak the pathways are designed to meet the varying needs of our children across the key stages of Early years, Key stage 1, Key stage 2 and Key stage 3. Within these pathways a Long term and Medium plan for Religious Education (see school website) has been developed to support the different learning need for pupils Key stages 1, 2, 3 and 4.  The Cedar pathway (Early Years) follows Development Matters (Understanding the World) to support RE.
Where possible pupils are offered trips and visits to places of worships and community faith leaders are invited into school to enrich the curriculum.

Assessment
The pupils at Green Lane are assessed termly on Bsquared. Early steps in EYFS through Engagement Steps, Progression Steps and Steps4Life, according to the pathways they are following.

Monitoring
The delivery of Religious Education content, quality of teaching and following of LTP / MTP and use of school marking policy is monitored termly by the subject lead, where by evidence from books and digitally using Evidence for Learning is gathered.  Where appropriate lessons are observed.  Outcomes from these monitoring sessions are shared with the deputy / head teacher, governors and with teaching staff.  This is to ensure a constant approach throughout the school.


Collective Worship
Collective worship has been re-shaped after COVID and is delivered in an accessible way for the pupils at Green Lane.  Weekly gathers occur whereby our achievements are celebrated incurrence with the school values.  Collective worship happens on a Friday across they whole school at 11:15 am.
Therefore, the Upper school is split into 2 groups, coming together in the hall or sports hall.
Group 1 - Dormouse, Deer, Otter, Hedgehog, Fox, Robin and Owl
Group 2 - Rabbit, Badger, Woodpecker, Hawk and Sparrow
KS2 – Buttercup, Daisy, Sunflower, Poppy, Rose, Bluebell and Daffodil within classes (classes will join for assembly, as appropriate.)
EYFS/KS 1 – Dragonfly, Ladybird, Grasshopper. Bumblebee, Caterpillar, Primrose and Butterfly (classes will join for assembly, as appropriate.)
These arrangements are subject to change as the school and its pupil’s grow and develop.













School Prayer
Our school prayer is shared before lunch with all classes who eat in the lunch hall. It is shared in all school assemblies each Friday. In addition to our school prayer, the Lord’s prayer is shared in upper school assembles. All pupils are encouraged to use prayer time as reflection time. Pupils have the opportunity to listen to or join in with prayer.
School Prayer
Dear Lord,
Bless our school,
That working together and playing together,
We may learn to serve you, and serve one another,
For Jesus' sake,
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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