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Assessment classes – Early steps



	Ladybird
Dragonfly

	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	
	 A World of Colour  

	 Zoom, zoom! Let’s go! 
(Transport) 
	 My Favourite Stories 
	 Exploring the Garden 
 
	 Hot and Cold Animals 
 
	 At the Seaside  
 

	
	English is incorporated across the EYFS curriculum through learning linked to Communication and Language and Literacy. Our aim is to develop pupils’ speaking, listening, reading and early writing skills through engaging and meaningful experiences. English is embedded throughout continuous provision and adult-led activities, supporting communication, vocabulary development, comprehension and self-expression. Pupils explore fiction, non-fiction and poetry across each topic area, providing opportunities to develop a love of stories, language and books while making meaningful links across the wider curriculum.
Fiction- Non-Fiction-Poetry

	Maple pathway
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Engagement Steps (Squirrel + Progression Steps as appropriate)
Engagement focus
Individual SCERTS

	Within the Engagement Pathway, English is taught through meaningful, sensory and communication-based experiences which develop pupils’ understanding, expression and engagement with language in functional and motivating contexts. Learning promotes the five areas of engagement through exploration of stories, sounds, songs, objects and texts, realisation of communication and cause and effect, anticipation through familiar routines and repeated language patterns, persistence within shared communication activities and initiation through interaction, choice making and expressive communication. Pupils access fiction, non-fiction and poetry throughout all topic areas to ensure language and literacy skills are experienced in meaningful and contextualised ways. Ongoing English provision includes communication-focused activities, intensive interaction, SALT targets, reading development, phonics, mark making and fine motor activities to support early literacy and communication skills. Activities support the development of attention, communication and preference, interaction, cognitive development, regulation, sensory processing and fine motor skills. Assessment is informed through the school’s assessment areas and BSquared Engagement Steps, particularly Communication, Functional Movement, Making Connections, Self and Emotions and Sensory.
Fiction- Non-Fiction-Poetry

	YEAR 3


	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Grasshopper
	Feelings 
Stories about emotions and friendships
All About Me
Feelings poems, action rhymes and emotion songs
	My class 
School stories
My School and Classroom books
Classroom rhymes and routine poems
	Pets 
Animal and pet stories
Looking After Pets
Animal poems and sound rhymes
	Plants 
Garden and growing stories
How Plants Grow
Nature poems and sensory rhymes
	Holidays 
Holiday adventure stories
Places We Visit
Seaside and travel poems
	Traditional Stories 
Traditional tales and fairy tales
Books about castles, dragons and story settings
Nursery rhymes and traditional poems

	Rose
Primrose
	Emotions 
Stories about feelings and relationships
My Feelings
Emotion poems and sensory rhymes
	Buildings 
Stories set in houses, castles and towns
Homes and Buildings Around Us
Shape and building poems
	My School 
School-based stories
People and Places in School
School rhymes and chants
	Foods we Eat 
Stories involving food
Healthy Eating and Food
Food poems and sensory language
	What is in the sky? 
Space and weather stories
Weather, Day and Night, Space
Sky, weather and seasonal poems
	Traditional Tales Through Time 
Traditional tales from different cultures
Comparing Stories Through Time
Traditional rhymes and poems

	Hedgehog
	Understanding Our Feelings 
Stories exploring emotions and wellbeing
Understanding Emotions
Feelings poetry and performance poetry
	Buildings and Places 
Stories set in different places and communities
Homes and Places Around the World
Place and environment poems
	Climate 
Weather and environmental stories
Weather and Seasons
Nature and weather poetry
	Space 
Space adventures and fantasy stories
Space Exploration
Space poetry and shape poems
	Food Around the World 
Stories from different cultures involving food
Foods Around the World
Food poems and descriptive poetry
	Journey Through Classic Stories 
Adapted classics and well-known tales
Authors and Stories Through Time
Classic poems and narrative poetry

	Elm pathway
[image: ][image: ]



Communication / Emotional regulation focus (SCERTS)

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	YEAR 3
Focus area is underlined

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Butterfly Theme
	Our Community
	People Who Help Us
	Let’s Go Exploring!
	At Home
	Animals Around the World
	Outdoor Adventures

	Butterfly
Bumblebee
 English Focus
	Stories About Our Neighbourhood 
People and Places in My Community
Poems About Home and Community
	Hero and Helper Stories
People Who Help Us Information Texts
Emergency Services and Helper Poems
	Adventure and Journey Stories
Exploring New Places
Adventure and Travel Poems
	Home and Family Stories
Homes Around the World
Poems About Families and Homes
	Animal Adventure Stories
Amazing Animals
Animal Poems and Rhymes
	Forest and Camping Stories
Outdoor Explorer Guides
Nature and Woodland Poetry


	Daisy
Lavender 
Theme
	Oceans
	Jobs
	Being Outside
	Food
	South America
	Castles

	Daisy
Lavender 
English Focus
	Under the Sea Stories
Oceans and Sea Creatures
Sea and Water Poetry
	Stories About Different Jobs
Jobs and Careers Information Texts
Work and Community Poems
	Outdoor Adventure Stories
Exploring the Natural World
Nature Poetry
	Stories Featuring Food
Healthy Eating and Food Around the World
Food Poems and Rhymes
	Rainforest and South American Stories
South America Fact Files
Rainforest and Animal Poetry
	Castle, Knight and Dragon Stories
Life in a Castle
Medieval and Fantasy Poetry

	Dormouse Theme 
	Me & My life: Relationships 
	Me & My life: Families 
	Communities:  Safety 
	Communities:  People who help us  
	Employment:   Uniforms 
 
	Employment:    Enterprise 
 

	Dormouse Focus
	Friendship and Relationship Stories
Building Positive Relationships
Feelings and Friendship Poetry
	Family Stories from Different Backgrounds
Different Types of Families
Family and Belonging Poetry
	Staying Safe Stories
Personal, Community and Online Safety
Poems About Keeping Safe
	Community Helper Stories
Emergency Services and Support Networks
Community and Helping Poems
	Stories Set in Different Workplaces
Jobs, Uniforms and Responsibilities
Work and Aspirations Poetry
	Problem-Solving and Business Stories
Running a Business and Enterprise
Aspirations, Goals and Success Poetry

	Willow pathway
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Creative curriculum (Topic)

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	YEAR 3
Focus area is underlined

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Caterpillar
Firefly
Theme
	Nursery Rhymes
	In the Woods
	Transport
	Creatures from the past
	Under the Sea
	Our Wonderful World

	Caterpillar
Firefly
 Focus
	Traditional Nursery Rhymes and Stories
All About Nursery Rhymes
Rhymes and Repetition
	Woodland Stories
Woodland Animals and Plants
Nature Poems
	Vehicle Stories
Types of Transport
Action and Movement Poems
	Dinosaur Stories
Dinosaur Facts
Dinosaur Rhymes
	Underwater Adventures
Sea Creatures
Ocean Poems
	Stories from Around the World
Our Amazing World
World and Nature Poetry

	Bluebell
Buttercup Theme
	Castles
	Space
	Transport
	Plants
	The Dinosaurs
	Exploring the Ocean

	Bluebell
Buttercup Focus
	Castle and Knight Stories
Life in a Castle
Poems About Castles
	Space Adventure Stories
Planets and Space Facts
Space Poetry
	Journey Stories
How We Travel
Transport Rhymes
	Growing Stories
How Plants Grow
Flower and Nature Poetry
	Dinosaur Adventure Stories
Dinosaur Discoveries
Dinosaur Poems
	Ocean Adventure Stories
Exploring the Oceans
Sea and Ocean Poetry

	Poppy
Sunflower Theme
	Homes
	Celebrations and Festivals
	Animals
	Transport
	Holidays
	Our World

	Poppy
Sunflower Focus
	Stories About Home
Homes Around the World
Home and Family Poems
	Festival Stories
Celebrations Around the World
Celebration Poetry
	Animal Stories
Animal Fact Files
Animal Poems
	Journey and Travel Stories
Transport Information Texts
Movement Poems
	Holiday Adventure Stories
Places We Visit
Summer and Holiday Poetry
	Stories from Around the World
Our Planet Earth
Environmental Poetry

	Fox
Otter
Deer 
Theme
	My Community
	Traditions and Celebrations
	Fairy tales and Storytelling
	Inventions and Discoveries
	Medieval Life
	Healthy Living

	Fox
Otter
Deer 
Focus
	Community Stories
People Who Help Us
Community Poems
	Traditional Tales from Different Cultures
Celebrations and Traditions
Celebration Poetry
	Fairy Tales and Traditional Stories
Authors and Storytellers
Rhyming Fairy Tale Poetry
	Inventor Stories
Great Inventions
Shape and Pattern Poetry
	Stories Set in Castles
Medieval Life Facts
Castle and Knight Poems
	Healthy Lifestyle Stories
Looking After Our Bodies
Food and Healthy Living Poems

	Sparrow
Robin
Owl
	Developing Reading Skills (3) 
  
Developing Writing Skills (3) 
  
Daily Phonics, Daily Reading, Weekend News, Spellings, Salt targets
Reading for Pleasure: Comprehension, Book Review, Character Profiles, Storyboards
2026–2027: Robin Hood; The Polar Express; Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules; Roald Dahl: The BFG; Cressida Cowell: How to Train Your Dragon; Bear Grylls: Adventure Stories

	Oak pathway
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Subject specific curriculum

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	YEAR 3

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Daffodil Topics Theme
	Homes
	Celebrations and Festivals
	Animals
	Transport
	Holidays
	Our World

	Daffodil Focus
	Stories Set at Home
Homes Around the World
Home and Family Poems
	Festival Stories and Traditional Tales
Instructions and Information About Festivals
Celebration Poems and Rhymes
	Animal Adventure Stories
Animal Fact Files
Animal Poems
	Journey and Travel Stories
Information Texts About Transport
Movement and Vehicle Poems
	Seaside and Holiday Stories
Postcards, Diaries and Travel Writing
Summer and Holiday Poetry
	Stories from Around the World
Our World: Maps, Places and Environments
Nature and Environment Poetry

	Rabbit
Badger

	Myths and Legends
	Information Texts: 
	Poetry from Different Cultures
	Historical Adventure Stories
	Persuasion and Debate: Looking After Our Planet
	Class Novel

	Woodpecker
Hawk 

	Establish pupils’ starting points and develop speaking, listening and communication, reading, writing and spelling skills at the appropriate entry level. Develop presentation skills through familiar topics and practical activities.
	Apply and consolidate English skills through everyday tasks, independent living, enterprise and work experience. Practise reading for information, writing for a purpose and communicating with others. Prepare for assessment at the appropriate entry level.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Complete Functional Skills assessments in May, according to individual readiness. Consolidate learning and begin preparation for the next entry level where appropriate. Apply communication, reading and writing skills to college transition and future pathways.

	
	Throughout the year: Weekly English sessions cover speaking and listening, reading, writing and spellings, with presentation skills embedded. Teaching and assessment are matched to pupils’ individual entry levels.
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