Curriculum Sustainability
Sustainability means caring for our world and using its resources responsibly so that it can meet our needs now and those of future generations. It is important because our everyday choices can help protect wildlife, reduce waste and conserve energy and water. At Green Lane, sustainability is woven into our curriculum through subject learning, daily routines, Forest School and practical experiences such as recycling, reusing materials, planting and caring for habitats. Learning is adapted to each pathway through accessible activities, sensory exploration and communication support, enabling every pupil to participate and develop environmental awareness and responsibility.
Sustainability Objectives 2026-2027
	Sustainability objective
	Focus

	1. Reduce school energy use
	Develop energy saving routines and reduce avoidable energy use.

	2. Develop a whole school Eco Curriculum Pathway
	Embed accessible, practical and sensory sustainability learning across all key stages and pathways.

	3. Increase pupil and staff environmental awareness and participation
	Promote pupil voice, recycling and everyday care for the environment.

	4. Enhance school grounds for biodiversity and outdoor learning
	Improve habitats, planting and sensory gardens to support wildlife and accessible outdoor learning.
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	Class / group
	Half term and theme
	Sustainability links

	Ladybird Dragonfly
	Autumn 1
A World of Colour
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Zoom, Zoom! Let’s go! (Transport)
	Suggestion: Geography - Compare walking, cycling and vehicle travel through familiar transport experiences, using objects or pictures to communicate choices (Targets 2–3).

	
	Spring 1
My Favourite Stories
	—

	
	Spring 2
Exploring the Garden
	Science - Plant growth and care underpin the planting and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Suggestion: Science - Include a supported plant-care routine within garden exploration, such as choosing a plant to water (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 1
Hot and Cold Animals
	—

	
	Summer 2
At the Seaside
	Suggestion: PSHE / Understanding the World - Use seaside play to practise placing pretend litter in a bin and caring for a shared space (Targets 2–3).
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	Class / group
	Half term and theme
	Sustainability links

	Grasshopper
	Autumn 1
Feelings
	Music - Explicit environmental song content supports eco literacy and shared participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Autumn 2
My class
	Suggestion: PSHE - Build an accessible recycling choice into the familiar classroom routine, using objects or photographs (Targets 2–3).

	
	Spring 1
Pets
	—

	
	Spring 2
Plants
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Science - Plant growth and care underpin the planting and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Growing and caring for plants connects to the planting project and outdoor learning (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Direct environmental responsibility: links to pupil participation, recycling and care of the environment (Targets 2–4).
Suggestion: Maths - Use watering or planting to practise counting, filling and emptying within individual learning targets (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 1
Holidays
	Music - Explicit environmental song content supports eco literacy and shared participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 2
Traditional Stories
	—

	Rose/Primrose
	Autumn 1
Emotions
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Buildings
	Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Reuse clean construction materials when exploring how objects fit, stack and balance (Target 2).

	
	Spring 1
My School
	Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 2
Foods we Eat
	Geography - Food origins connect with growing and awareness of natural resources (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Growing and caring for plants connects to the planting project and outdoor learning (Targets 2 and 4).
Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Explore suitable food scraps or leaves through a supported composting experience linked to food learning (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 1
What is in the sky?
	—

	
	Summer 2
Traditional Tales Through Time
	—

	Hedgehog
	Autumn 1
Understanding Our Feelings
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Buildings and Places
	—

	
	Spring 1
Climate
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Science - Noticing environmental and seasonal change supports eco literacy and seasonal outdoor observations (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
Design and Food Technology - Seasonality of food connects to environmental awareness and growing (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Direct environmental responsibility: links to pupil participation, recycling and care of the environment (Targets 2–4).
Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).
Suggestion: Computing - Revisit photographs of the same outdoor space to notice seasonal changes and communicate preferences (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 2
Space
	Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 1
Food Around the World
	Science - Plant growth and care underpin the planting and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Food origins connect with growing and awareness of natural resources (Targets 2 and 4).
Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Explore where familiar ingredients grow and use picture choices to take part in preparing an appropriate portion (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 2
Journey Through Classic Stories
	—
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	Class / group
	Half term and theme
	Sustainability links

	Butterfly/Bumblebee
	Autumn 1
Our Community
	Suggestion: PSHE / Geography - Include a familiar community recycling point in existing local-area exploration, with supported participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Autumn 2
People Who Help Us
	—

	
	Spring 1
Let’s Go Exploring!
	—

	
	Spring 2
At Home
	Suggestion: Science / Computing - Use photographs or symbols to identify household devices that can be switched off when not needed, keeping essential equipment available (Target 1).

	
	Summer 1
Animals Around the World
	Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Design for the needs of living things links to the habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Responsibility for living things supports care of wildlife and habitats (Targets 2–4).

	
	Summer 2
Outdoor Adventures
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).

	Daisy/Lavender
	Autumn 1
Oceans
	Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
PSHE - Direct environmental responsibility: links to pupil participation, recycling and care of the environment (Targets 2–4).

	
	Autumn 2
Jobs
	—

	
	Spring 1
Being Outside
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Growing and caring for plants connects to the planting project and outdoor learning (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).
Suggestion: Maths / Computing - Record simple counts or photographs of plants and wildlife during existing outdoor learning (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 2
Food
	Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Discuss or use reusable food containers during existing food-packaging and food-preparation learning (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 1
South America
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Science - Awareness of natural resources and the outdoor environment (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 2
Castles
	—

	Dormouse
	Autumn 1
Me & My life: Relationships
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Me & My life: Families
	—

	
	Spring 1
Communities: Safety
	Science - Understanding electricity supports the existing energy-saving routines; essential equipment remains available (Target 1).
Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Spring 2
Communities: People who help us
	Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 1
Employment: Uniforms
	Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Explore how fabric offcuts or existing materials could be reused when making uniform accessories (Target 2).

	
	Summer 2
Employment: Enterprise
	Suggestion: Design and Food Technology / Maths - Consider packaging and suitable quantities when costing and marketing products, to reduce avoidable waste (Targets 2–3).
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	Class / group
	Half term and theme
	Sustainability links

	Caterpillar/Firefly
	Autumn 1
Nursery Rhymes
	—

	
	Autumn 2
In the Woods
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Direct environmental responsibility: links to pupil participation, recycling and care of the environment (Targets 2–4).
Suggestion: Science / Maths - Use existing woodland observations to count or compare familiar living things and discuss protecting their habitats (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 1
Transport
	—

	
	Spring 2
Creatures from the past
	—

	
	Summer 1
Under the Sea
	Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
Suggestion: Geography / PSHE - Include a simple discussion about litter and its effects on sea creatures within the ocean topic (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 2
Our Wonderful World
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).

	Buttercup/Bluebell
	Autumn 1
Castles
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Space
	—

	
	Spring 1
Transport
	—

	
	Spring 2
Plants
	English - Existing nature and growing texts develop language and awareness of the natural world (Targets 2 and 4).
Science - Plant growth and care underpin the planting and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Art - Existing natural-material or plant-focused art links to sensory eco learning and the school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Growing and caring for plants connects to the planting project and outdoor learning (Targets 2 and 4).
Computing - Existing digital observation or recording supports environmental awareness and outdoor learning evidence (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Responsibility for living things supports care of wildlife and habitats (Targets 2–4).
Suggestion: Science / Maths - Record plant growth and compare how plants respond to appropriate care within the existing growing topic (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 1
The Dinosaurs
	—

	
	Summer 2
Exploring the Ocean
	Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
PSHE - Direct environmental responsibility: links to pupil participation, recycling and care of the environment (Targets 2–4).
Suggestion: Geography / PSHE - Consider how everyday waste can affect ocean environments and identify one achievable classroom action (Targets 2–3).

	Poppy/Sunflower
	Autumn 1
Homes
	Suggestion: Science / Computing - Identify avoidable electricity use in familiar homes and practise appropriate switch-off choices (Target 1).

	
	Autumn 2
Celebrations and Festivals
	—

	
	Spring 1
Animals
	Geography - Local environments and habitats connect directly to biodiversity and care of school grounds (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Design for the needs of living things links to the habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
PSHE - Responsibility for living things supports care of wildlife and habitats (Targets 2–4).

	
	Spring 2
Transport
	—

	
	Summer 1
Holidays
	—

	
	Summer 2
Our World
	English - Explicit environmental reading, writing or discussion supports eco literacy and pupil voice (Targets 2–3).
Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Geography - Understanding environments contributes to eco literacy (Target 2); specific conservation content is not stated in this topic title.
Design and Food Technology - Direct reuse and resource-conservation focus; links to the recycled-material project (Target 2).
Suggestion: English / Geography - Use an existing environmental text or poem to communicate one pupil-selected action for caring for the planet (Targets 2–3).

	Deer/Otter/Fox
	Autumn 1
My Community
	—

	
	Autumn 2
Traditions and Celebrations
	—

	
	Spring 1
Fairy tales and Storytelling
	Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Spring 2
Inventions and Discoveries
	Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).
Suggestion: Design and Food Technology - Include reuse of suitable materials as one consideration when evaluating the existing useful-invention designs (Target 2).

	
	Summer 1
Medieval Life
	—

	
	Summer 2
Healthy Living
	Suggestion: Design and Food Technology / Maths - Consider portions and reusable containers when designing healthy lunchboxes and preparing food (Targets 2–3).

	
	Autumn 2
Refer to KS4 planning overview - Accreditation
	—

	
	Spring 1
Refer to KS4 planning overview - Accreditation
	—

	
	Spring 2
Refer to KS4 planning overview - Accreditation
	—

	
	Summer 1
Refer to KS4 planning overview - Accreditation
	Careers - Existing workplace plant-care skills link directly to planting and maintenance (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 2
Refer to KS4 planning overview - Accreditation
	Careers - Existing workplace plant-care skills link directly to planting and maintenance (Targets 2 and 4).
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	Class / group
	Half term / theme
	Sustainability links

	Daffodil
	Autumn 1
Homes
	Suggestion: Science - Include whether everyday household materials can be reused or recycled when comparing their properties and uses (Target 2).

	
	Autumn 2
Celebrations and Festivals
	—

	
	Spring 1
Animals
	History - The named naturalists connect historical learning with awareness of wildlife and conservation (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Design for the needs of living things links to the habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 2
Transport
	History - The named naturalists connect historical learning with awareness of wildlife and conservation (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Summer 1
Holidays
	—

	
	Summer 2
Our World
	English - Explicit environmental reading, writing or discussion supports eco literacy and pupil voice (Targets 2–3).
Science - Resource conservation: recycling and changes in materials (Target 2).
Art - Direct environmental theme; connects to the natural-material and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Direct reuse and resource-conservation focus; links to the recycled-material project (Target 2).
Suggestion: Maths / Science - Record a simple class recycling tally and use it as an appropriate counting or data-handling context (Targets 2–3).

	Rabbit/Badger
	Autumn 1
	Geography - Water as an environmental resource links to the plan’s water collection and outdoor environment priorities (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Autumn 2
	Geography - Water as an environmental resource links to the plan’s water collection and outdoor environment priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Seasonality of food connects to environmental awareness and growing (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 1
	Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).
Suggestion: Computing / Science - Use existing plant or wildlife observations as records within the planned introductory database work (Targets 2 and 4).

	
	Spring 2
	Science - Biodiversity and care of living things; links to the school grounds and habitat priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Careers - Explicit sustainability focus connects careers learning to environmental responsibility and participation (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 1
	English - Explicit environmental reading, writing or discussion supports eco literacy and pupil voice (Targets 2–3).
Geography - Global resource use and responsible choices provide a meaningful sustainability connection (Targets 2–3).
Art - Direct environmental theme; connects to the natural-material and outdoor learning priorities (Targets 2 and 4).
Design and Food Technology - Direct reuse and resource-conservation focus; links to the recycled-material project (Target 2).
Suggestion: Design and Food Technology / Maths - Compare material use and potential waste when evaluating the existing sustainable design challenge (Targets 2–3).

	
	Summer 2
	Geography - Global resource use and responsible choices provide a meaningful sustainability connection (Targets 2–3).
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