
Special Needs Policy
Introduction
All our pupils experience substantial difficulties in learning in most areas of the curriculum and, increasingly, some of them also have significant additional medical needs.  In many cases there will be a degree of social disadvantage which will also exhibit itself in failure to learn, and there may well be associated behaviour difficulties. This presents us with a pupil population which has a range of complex needs.  These difficulties are such that our curriculum has been modified in terms of content and teaching style to enable all pupils to make gains in knowledge, skills and understanding.
This policy is based upon the following firmly held principles:
1.
The education of pupils with special educational needs should be a continuous process, with aims that give direction and purpose to every stage in the process and to the process as a whole.
2. The planning of services for students with special educational needs should be undertaken in liaison with the LA, Health and Social Care. 
3. Parents must be involved in every stage of their child’s education. The support, understanding and co-operation of parents of pupils with special educational needs are particularly important, and we will strive to maintain this partnership.

4. We view the role of our school as one that supports and complements mainstream education.  We will ensure that our rationale, purpose and pattern of provision are understood by teachers in mainstream schools, by parents and by other professionals involved with our pupils.

5. We will plan and deliver a broad, balanced curriculum to all our pupils, differentiated according to individual needs.

6. Where some of our pupils need to be educated within special classes’ e.g. discrete ASD class, they should be integrated socially with the mainstream of the school and taught with their peers in classes so far as this is appropriate and practical.
7. All of our pupils will have an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Some pupils may also have an Individual Behaviour Plan (IBP) and a Positive Handling Plan.  These educational programmes will be based upon a detailed analysis of the pupil’s needs using B Squared, National Curriculum levels and in-built assessment criteria linked to accredited programmes, e.g. Asdan, and will highlight targets that it is intended the pupil will attain.  
We are committed to providing: 
1.
Small group and individual teaching which permits individualisation of the work thus taking account of a pupil’s particular strengths and weaknesses.  
2.
Access to the full national curriculum (but not necessarily at the same levels as the broader peer group).
3.
Particular attention to language, literacy, communication, numeracy and life skills development.
4.
Opportunities for inclusion into neighbouring mainstream schools if at all possible, in order to enjoy the benefits of being taught by a fuller range of subject specialists, more specialist resources, as well as promoting social inclusion.
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